Optical Illusions 
How can pictures be created to create tricks in the viewer’s mind? Spend some time exploring optical illusions. Be sure to read the explanations that help you to understand the “why” behind them. Choose one illusion to reproduce onto a poster large enough to display to others.
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I. Cornell Notes: Optical Illusions at Artlex
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This is  good place for explaining the basics of different optical illusions.
http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/o/opticalillusion.html
Take Cornell Notes on at least 4 different types of illusions. Notes include: type of illusion, sketch, brief details explaining the why behind it.

II. Cornell Notes: Free Optical Illusions Website
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Visit this site for more explanations of different types of illusions. Add to your Cornell notes with 3 more, different illusions. 
http://www.illusion-optical.com/ 
III. Create a Poster of an Optical Illusion 
· You choose the medium (pencil, ink, marker, construction paper, tempera paint…) 

· Size: large enough to communicate your work, small enough that you will finish it within time frame

· Need Help? http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/illusion/illusions.htm -- More examples of optical illusions

IV. Write an explanation to be displayed with your artwork.
A. Caption that communicates two main ideas
a. describes the illusion and explain why the brain sees it that way; 
b. identifies which design elements you included and describe how they work in your piece. 
B. Explanation of Design Elements you have used: balance, symmetry, contrast, size, pattern, shape, line, overlap

Use the following outline to plan your writing.

I. Optical Illusion: 

a. what you think you see:
b. what is actually there: 

c. reasons why the brain interprets this:

II. Bibliography:

III. 3 Design Elements I used:

a. element:

i. how it works:

b. element:

i. how it works:

c. element:

i. how it works:
